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When to Share Your Credit Card's Security Code
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By Tim Chen — Tue Dec 14, 1:13 pm ET

Have you ever felt an awkward sense of unease when someone on the telephone requests your credit card
security code? The security code is the additional set of three to four digits located on your credit card that
are often needed to complete a sales transaction online or on the telephone. We are all so cautious about
social security numbers and even our phone numbers. Why then should we be so blasé about our security
codes?

[In Pictures: 12 Money Mistakes Almost Everyone Makes]

First off, take solace that consumer protection laws limit your liability in the case of credit card fraud to $50.
In most cases, if you promptly report the incident, you will owe nothing. However, if you don't regularly
examine your statement, this can be a problem.

Is the security code even secure?

According to Dr. Jerald Dawkins of True Digital Security, Inc., those three or four digits called CVC2, CVV2,
CID2 or CID, depending on what type of card you have, are used to verify your credit card information
when the card itself is not present. Essentially, they were created as another layer of protection from online
credit card fraud.

What happens, however, if someone wants to steal your code along with your card number? Can they get
away with it? If they walk into a store, your credit card number and code won't work. They need a physical
card to have the power to charge anything to your account. Online transactions are a different story. Dr.
Dawkins says thieves will have multiple retailers to choose from. In fact, if they have your card number and
your code, they'll be able to shop online to their heart's content.

So what can you do to protect your online purchases, or even your takeout orders? Be wary of who you
trust. Dr. Dawkins says, "The use of CVC over the web or phone is really at your discretion and the trust
you have in the organization that they will protect the data correctly.”

Advice for credit card users

Robert Livingstone, president and founder of Ideal Cost, a national merchant-consulting firm headquartered
in South Florida, offers some practical advice. If you're nervous about giving out your security code to the
faceless restaurant worker on the other line, opt instead to wait until you pick up your takeout before you
pay for it. Livingstone also suggests you use your credit or charge card instead of debit card if you are
concerned about your security, because you'll have a much easier time disputing fraudulent charges on
your credit card than your debit card.

[Visit the U.S. News My Money blog for the best money advice from around the web.]

http://news.yahoo.com/s/usnews/20101214/ts_usnews/whentoshareyourcreditcardssecuritycode[12/17/2010 8:37:38 AM]

HEALTH OPINION

Travel Vitality Who Knew?

justin bieber

Space Shuttle Launch Search Now

Top Stories

®

Final hurdle for tax bill: Is the end in sight?

®

Despite bloodshed, Obama touts Afghan war
progress

®

Assange free from prison, back to leaking secrets

®

Oklahoma executes man using new drug
combination

®

Sarah Palin acautiouslya meets the press

®

Biden trashes the GOP over Christmas comments

®

U.S. arrests 4 in widening insider trading probe

Nadal and Wozniacki named 2010 ITF World
Champions

®

®

NFL planning on Vikes-Bears outdoors

®

A's get OF Willingham from Nationals for 2 players

More Top Stories »

Featured

Weekend Edition

Get the latest leisure, travel,

1 fitness and health news.

» Jim Brasher: Lost treasures of
the city

Foreign policy 'giant’
Passed U.S. diplomat Richard
Holbrooke brokered Balkan
peace.


http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AvGQ5VYApz20rtRnaJ3N2.KSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTFjZ2k3aThxBHBvcwMyBHNlYwN5bl9wcm9tb3NfdG9wX2JhcgRzbGsDd2Vla2VuZGVkaXRp/SIG=10p6a2brh/**http%3A//bit.ly/b2nNuq
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AvGQ5VYApz20rtRnaJ3N2.KSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTFjZ2k3aThxBHBvcwMyBHNlYwN5bl9wcm9tb3NfdG9wX2JhcgRzbGsDd2Vla2VuZGVkaXRp/SIG=10p6a2brh/**http%3A//bit.ly/b2nNuq
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AvGQ5VYApz20rtRnaJ3N2.KSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTFjZ2k3aThxBHBvcwMyBHNlYwN5bl9wcm9tb3NfdG9wX2JhcgRzbGsDd2Vla2VuZGVkaXRp/SIG=10p6a2brh/**http%3A//bit.ly/b2nNuq
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/usnews/brand/SIG=4msqt7;_ylt=Agnsa2Ef9HyN1ITKyq2QKwGSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE2dTAzbzdpBHBvcwMxBHNlYwN5bi1wcnZkbGluawRzbGsDdXNuZXdzd29ybGRy/*http://www.usnews.com
http://global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nrpfkbj/M=728230.14493285.14329166.13535753/D=news/S=95655826:NT1/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=_uRfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=6290228/R=0/*http://tr.adinterax.com/re/yahoohouse%2CYahoo_searchSuperWOW_954x60_Rich%2CC%3DSearch%2CP%3DYahoo%2CK%3D443881/0.2235881497617811/0/tc%2Cc%3Aalt_click/http://search.yahoo.com/search?p=Space+Shuttle+Launch&fr=mkg107&tmpl=DFD5
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AiWXLoKV2ek4ZlX47.muwA.Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE1cDJvbGFlBHBvcwMxBHNlYwN5bl9wcm9tb3NfdG9wX2JhcgRzbGsDaW1hZ2U-/SIG=10p6a2brh/**http%3A//bit.ly/b2nNuq
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/usnews/ts_usnews/storytext/whentoshareyourcreditcardssecuritycode/39101438/SIG=133p044ga/*http://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/slideshows/12-money-mistakes-almost-everyone-makes
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/usnews/ts_usnews/storytext/whentoshareyourcreditcardssecuritycode/39101438/SIG=11hg977ob/*http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Card_security_code
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/usnews/ts_usnews/storytext/whentoshareyourcreditcardssecuritycode/39101438/SIG=11hg977ob/*http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Card_security_code
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/usnews/ts_usnews/storytext/whentoshareyourcreditcardssecuritycode/39101438/SIG=126478e92/*http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/2010/charge-card-affect-credit-score/
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/usnews/ts_usnews/storytext/whentoshareyourcreditcardssecuritycode/39101438/SIG=131dm48hp/*http://money.usnews.com/money/blogs/my-money/2010/10/15/4-ways-to-cut-your-transportation-costs
http://news.yahoo.com/i/2372;_ylt=Ale2CdxVvdOViaER9Mj94N2Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTFmcHZmMjl2BHBvcwMxMQRzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXNfY29rZQRzbGsDbW9yZXRvcHN0b3Jp
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AtH8GgUi47F5DZIg1zOBwMuSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTB2bW42Z3BoBHBvcwMxBHNlYwN5bl9mZWF0dXJlZARzbGsDaW1hZ2U-/SIG=11a998vho/**http%3A//weekendedition.news.yahoo.com/
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=At7itghioCgjqK5V27zzsxuSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE2ZWJpM2NzBHBvcwMyBHNlYwN5bl9mZWF0dXJlZARzbGsDd2Vla2VuZGVkaXRp/SIG=11a998vho/**http%3A//weekendedition.news.yahoo.com/
http://news.yahoo.com/s/yblog_weekend/20101210/ts_yblog_weekend/lost-treasures-of-the-city;_ylt=AmxqmjlsmKVWGHB7wfIPxC2Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE2dnBjbzZyBHBvcwMzBHNlYwN5bl9mZWF0dXJlZARzbGsDcmFxdW9qaW1icmFz
http://news.yahoo.com/s/yblog_weekend/20101210/ts_yblog_weekend/lost-treasures-of-the-city;_ylt=AmxqmjlsmKVWGHB7wfIPxC2Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE2dnBjbzZyBHBvcwMzBHNlYwN5bl9mZWF0dXJlZARzbGsDcmFxdW9qaW1icmFz
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AvuHvjQHioSu.zG1EZS0DxiSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTB2MHM0b25wBHBvcwM0BHNlYwN5bl9mZWF0dXJlZARzbGsDaW1hZ2U-/SIG=10qlp1v3p/**http%3A//wapo.st/gmxrc4
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=Atj_JH96ol3ll67Q.7P8mbGSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE2aHF1dTRmBHBvcwM1BHNlYwN5bl9mZWF0dXJlZARzbGsDZm9yZWlnbnBvbGlj/SIG=10qlp1v3p/**http%3A//wapo.st/gmxrc4
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/us_tax_cuts;_ylt=AnDQ5D.DTVydpPQHtWQWWcGSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTJwcWY4NnRuBGFzc2V0Ay9zL2FwL3VzX3RheF9jdXRzBGNjb2RlA21wX2VjXzhfMTAEY3BvcwMxBHBvcwMxBHNlYwN5bl90b3Bfc3RvcmllcwRzbGsDZmluYWxodXJkbGVm
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/us_usa_afghanistan;_ylt=ArJfsr4OKlprOScZTufAgiWSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTMwZ3VhZ3VoBGFzc2V0Ay9zL25tL3VzX3VzYV9hZmdoYW5pc3RhbgRjY29kZQNtcF9lY184XzEwBGNwb3MDMgRwb3MDMgRzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXMEc2xrA2Rlc3BpdGVibG9vZA--
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/us_usa_afghanistan;_ylt=ArJfsr4OKlprOScZTufAgiWSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTMwZ3VhZ3VoBGFzc2V0Ay9zL25tL3VzX3VzYV9hZmdoYW5pc3RhbgRjY29kZQNtcF9lY184XzEwBGNwb3MDMgRwb3MDMgRzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXMEc2xrA2Rlc3BpdGVibG9vZA--
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/eu_wikileaks_assange;_ylt=AlPjlmtdawWonMt9tC66_sOSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTMyYWhoc2dtBGFzc2V0Ay9zL2FwL2V1X3dpa2lsZWFrc19hc3NhbmdlBGNjb2RlA21wX2VjXzhfMTAEY3BvcwMzBHBvcwMzBHNlYwN5bl90b3Bfc3RvcmllcwRzbGsDYXNzYW5nZWZyZWVm
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/us_oklahoma_execution;_ylt=Avv5RdOStNXDQunMm0fK8r.Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTMzbGE1MjN1BGFzc2V0Ay9zL2FwL3VzX29rbGFob21hX2V4ZWN1dGlvbgRjY29kZQNtcF9lY184XzEwBGNwb3MDNARwb3MDNARzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXMEc2xrA29rbGFob21hZXhlYw--
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/us_oklahoma_execution;_ylt=Avv5RdOStNXDQunMm0fK8r.Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTMzbGE1MjN1BGFzc2V0Ay9zL2FwL3VzX29rbGFob21hX2V4ZWN1dGlvbgRjY29kZQNtcF9lY184XzEwBGNwb3MDNARwb3MDNARzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXMEc2xrA29rbGFob21hZXhlYw--
http://news.yahoo.com/s/yblog_thecutline/20101216/ts_yblog_thecutline/sarah-palin-cautiously-meets-the-press;_ylt=ArVjmuq0XDHl_wTaSxUTfDiSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTR2ZTY5a284BGFzc2V0Ay9zL3libG9nX3RoZWN1dGxpbmUvMjAxMDEyMTYvdHNfeWJsb2dfdGhlY3V0bGluZS9zYXJhaC1wYWxpbi1jYXV0aW91c2x5LW1lZXRzLXRoZS1wcmVzcwRjY29kZQNtcF9lY184XzEwBGNwb3MDNQRwb3MDNQRzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXMEc2xrA3NhcmFocGFsaW5jYQ--
http://news.yahoo.com/s/yblog_theticket/20101216/pl_yblog_theticket/biden-trashes-the-gop-over-christmas-comments;_ylt=Au55X3T6aB.boDNhW1BaQs2Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTU0bjh0M2VzBGFzc2V0Ay9zL3libG9nX3RoZXRpY2tldC8yMDEwMTIxNi9wbF95YmxvZ190aGV0aWNrZXQvYmlkZW4tdHJhc2hlcy10aGUtZ29wLW92ZXItY2hyaXN0bWFzLWNvbW1lbnRzBGNjb2RlA21wX2VjXzhfMTAEY3BvcwM2BHBvcwM2BHNlYwN5bl90b3Bfc3RvcmllcwRzbGsDYmlkZW50cmFzaGVz
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/us_insider_hedgefunds_probe;_ylt=ArhOmT69LchJRuWcd6lKZ3uSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTM5aHQ2anQ4BGFzc2V0Ay9zL25tL3VzX2luc2lkZXJfaGVkZ2VmdW5kc19wcm9iZQRjY29kZQNtcF9lY184XzEwBGNwb3MDNwRwb3MDNwRzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXMEc2xrA3VzYXJyZXN0czRpbg--
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20101214/sp_wl_afp/tennisitfatpwtanadalwozniackiaward;_ylt=Ap6WtHEm_DgQEqWnSnKoG92Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTQ0YXNhYjVrBGFzc2V0Ay9zL2FmcC8yMDEwMTIxNC9zcF93bF9hZnAvdGVubmlzaXRmYXRwd3RhbmFkYWx3b3puaWFja2lhd2FyZARjY29kZQNtcF9lY184XzEwBGNwb3MDOARwb3MDOARzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXMEc2xrA25hZGFsYW5kd296bg--
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20101214/sp_wl_afp/tennisitfatpwtanadalwozniackiaward;_ylt=Ap6WtHEm_DgQEqWnSnKoG92Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTQ0YXNhYjVrBGFzc2V0Ay9zL2FmcC8yMDEwMTIxNC9zcF93bF9hZnAvdGVubmlzaXRmYXRwd3RhbmFkYWx3b3puaWFja2lhd2FyZARjY29kZQNtcF9lY184XzEwBGNwb3MDOARwb3MDOARzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXMEc2xrA25hZGFsYW5kd296bg--
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20101217/ap_on_sp_fo_ne/fbn_metrodome_collapse;_ylt=ApaUwM3OX8_FZJ_V68moe_qSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTNzcm03ZDE2BGFzc2V0Ay9zL2FwLzIwMTAxMjE3L2FwX29uX3NwX2ZvX25lL2Zibl9tZXRyb2RvbWVfY29sbGFwc2UEY2NvZGUDbXBfZWNfOF8xMARjcG9zAzkEcG9zAzkEc2VjA3luX3RvcF9zdG9yaWVzBHNsawNuZmxwbGFubmluZ28-
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20101217/ap_on_sp_ba_ne/bbo_nationals_athletics_trade;_ylt=AmCi6IHgaQY39JgWsVny0v2Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTQ1cGh0a25qBGFzc2V0Ay9zL2FwLzIwMTAxMjE3L2FwX29uX3NwX2JhX25lL2Jib19uYXRpb25hbHNfYXRobGV0aWNzX3RyYWRlBGNjb2RlA21wX2VjXzhfMTAEY3BvcwMxMARwb3MDMTAEc2VjA3luX3RvcF9zdG9yaWVzBHNsawNhc2dldG9md2lsbGk-
http://news.yahoo.com/i/2372;_ylt=Ale2CdxVvdOViaER9Mj94N2Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTFmcHZmMjl2BHBvcwMxMQRzZWMDeW5fdG9wX3N0b3JpZXNfY29rZQRzbGsDbW9yZXRvcHN0b3Jp
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=12pdgopkf;_ylt=Al.O4zknQdHvJDFDbJRIaKOSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTFkbWZrOTdmBHBvcwMxBHNlYwN5bl9wb3B1bGFyX3NlYXJjaGVzBHNsawNtYXJpYWhjYXJleQ--/**http%3A//news.search.yahoo.com/news/search%3Fp=mariah%2Bcarey%26fr=news-us-tts%26cs=bz
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=12ku6al63;_ylt=AhRcmXoQSdN71UcXc9uqwGSSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTFiZ21vbW1sBHBvcwMyBHNlYwN5bl9wb3B1bGFyX3NlYXJjaGVzBHNsawN3aWtpbGVha3M-/**http%3A//news.search.yahoo.com/news/search%3Fp=wikileaks%26fr=news-us-tts%26cs=bz
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=12ul6gh7p;_ylt=AnkQJ3FEI_3AK5Kcfp3vIPeSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTFlMDcwdWljBHBvcwMzBHNlYwN5bl9wb3B1bGFyX3NlYXJjaGVzBHNsawNtaW5uZXNvdGF2aWs-/**http%3A//news.search.yahoo.com/news/search%3Fp=minnesota%2Bvikings%26fr=news-us-tts%26cs=bz
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=12qnvs4n2;_ylt=AjM93Y8dYb5eIsxS75vA_VKSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTFlN2RwZDY1BHBvcwM0BHNlYwN5bl9wb3B1bGFyX3NlYXJjaGVzBHNsawNqdXN0aW5iaWViZXI-/**http%3A//news.search.yahoo.com/news/search%3Fp=justin%2Bbieber%26fr=news-us-tts%26cs=bz
http://news.yahoo.com/video;_ylt=AqgC1Wej6zl_XHxkz8dvLh2Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEyYWd0dGRuBHBvcwMxMwRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDdmlkZW8-
http://news.yahoo.com/photos;_ylt=AmPYKFlLxQnpRkHMmFa7qCuSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEzMGI1ajUyBHBvcwMxNARzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDcGhvdG9z
http://news.yahoo.com/upshot;_ylt=AuK3LKrilv0CzT6THXeIPsuSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE2Ymo4OGRmBHBvcwMxNQRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDdGhldXBzaG90
http://news.yahoo.com/starting-point;_ylt=Ak5Q4HUhWM7AqCG78ZfjIbqSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE5ZWM5c2h1BHBvcwMxNgRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDdGhlc3RhcnRpbmdw
http://news.yahoo.com/local-news;_ylt=AnSBW7f59Dl01V1XYqml65mSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEybXZ2cTVuBHBvcwMxNwRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDbG9jYWw-
http://news.yahoo.com/odd;_ylt=AorXDAN_iX9R_b7QrLpELxGSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE0OThtcTBhBHBvcwMxOARzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDb2RkbmV3cw--
http://news.yahoo.com/comics;_ylt=Allxj4VCjZyPfIBbtGv4N3mSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEzbzlzMnYwBHBvcwMxOQRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDY29taWNz
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=10ujqtnse;_ylt=Ah4J41Mmi7cJF.aFHb3wQJiSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE0b2lxbW50BHBvcwMyMARzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDd2VhdGhlcg--/**http%3A//weather.yahoo.com/
http://news.yahoo.com/travel;_ylt=AhffcgeUQQI4WIFDbHP4kd6Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEzNXU0NmdnBHBvcwMyMQRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDdHJhdmVs
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=10v54flep;_ylt=AuBpCZxu5_RbOWtoNJ3XS9KSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE1amV0aW5zBHBvcwMyMgRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDdml0YWxpdHk-/**http%3A//vitality.yahoo.com/
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=113m54hi3;_ylt=AirIRjC3luIxvWLs7lNMGuKSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE0cDVnZ29oBHBvcwMyMwRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDd2hva25ldw--/**http%3A//whoknew.news.yahoo.com/
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=11a998vho;_ylt=Aq5FFLCYZzIsxkdczKPZ8AuSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE5aW5pMjEzBHBvcwMyNARzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDd2Vla2VuZGVkaXRp/**http%3A//weekendedition.news.yahoo.com/
http://news.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ap.6ULn8kAXT0BCZy3yhRAqSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEwaDNvdGVmBHBvcwMxBHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawNob21l
http://news.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ap.6ULn8kAXT0BCZy3yhRAqSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEwaDNvdGVmBHBvcwMxBHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawNob21l
http://news.yahoo.com/us;_ylt=Ap2GJW4dvQpZGCteO2bYeNaSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTB1cTBsbzdlBHBvcwMyBHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawN1cw--
http://news.yahoo.com/business;_ylt=AlScqR3i5nk66ixcsqmuV0iSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE0aHN1Y2w3BHBvcwMzBHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawNidXNpbmVzcw--
http://news.yahoo.com/world;_ylt=AqLmqsr3ojCyXa02W0fF3iCSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTExMGFrbGUxBHBvcwM0BHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawN3b3JsZA--
http://news.yahoo.com/entertainment;_ylt=ArBppdPDf6oNy4EbjTd1ufqSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE4dXQ3bGxrBHBvcwM1BHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawNlbnRlcnRhaW5tZW4-
http://news.yahoo.com/sports;_ylt=AqB0F4JgSFERjYdmux_aQk6Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEyNGE3Ym4yBHBvcwM2BHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawNzcG9ydHM-
http://news.yahoo.com/technology;_ylt=An7YIHslVYOy5wmxtDQnvkmSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEwMzU2dXNxBHBvcwM3BHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawN0ZWNo
http://news.yahoo.com/politics;_ylt=Ahd_jSJrB_n3DX5l9FOopvSSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE0aXM0ZGJiBHBvcwM4BHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawNwb2xpdGljcw--
http://news.yahoo.com/science;_ylt=AiftlatQ84kSZhynCN_YereSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEzb2N0YW5yBHBvcwM5BHNlYwN5bl9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uBHNsawNzY2llbmNl
http://news.yahoo.com/health;_ylt=AjFFHL2TsEUDtlgVhAz9H1ySl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTEzZjg3dnFmBHBvcwMxMARzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDaGVhbHRo
http://news.yahoo.com/opinion;_ylt=AjKosjjhGDCKjsQgE0WzmiSSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE0dmhlYmJoBHBvcwMxMQRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDb3Bpbmlvbg--
http://news.yahoo.com/most-popular;_ylt=Assrtd_uF7WYxVeoBStRPjiSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTE4MWJkMmc0BHBvcwMxMgRzZWMDeW5fbmF2aWdhdGlvbgRzbGsDbW9zdHBvcHVsYXI-
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=18tjcrq5q;_ylt=AsRJ9ef_ocahJToIvsRQ1_GSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTB2ajZ1cWFtBHBvcwMxMQRzZWMDaGVhZGVyBHNsawN5YWhvb25ld3M-/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=11/SIG=10niob72s/*http%3A//news.yahoo.com
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=1b7rgqss1;_ylt=AtzD5lx5RnAsidUb5r92WveSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTB0aTMyNzhrBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA3JlZ2lzdGVy/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=2/SIG=12q94pt2i/*https%3A//edit.yahoo.com/config/eval_register%3F.done=http%3A//news.yahoo.com%26.src=yn%26.intl=us
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=1b0r5nc4h;_ylt=AkH56QZFMBMxbEmvhXPvQDCSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTByb2s2MmRkBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA3NpZ25pbg--/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=3/SIG=12ji5gcev/*https%3A//login.yahoo.com/config/login%3F.done=http%3A//news.yahoo.com%26.src=yn%26.intl=us
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=19d9n5gqk;_ylt=AlwuK5GCKQuPuYu5N6r8KQuSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTBwNG9zOWhmBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA2hlbHA-/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=4/SIG=1184ggc4j/*http%3A//help.yahoo.com/l/us/yahoo/news/
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=18schdike;_ylt=Ah0murFtm4aK7TuG3IK42uWSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTBxbTk2NHViBHBvcwM1BHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA3lhaG9v/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=5/SIG=10np9vmbm/*http%3A//www.yahoo.com/
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=18schdike;_ylt=Ah0murFtm4aK7TuG3IK42uWSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTBxbTk2NHViBHBvcwM1BHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA3lhaG9v/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=5/SIG=10np9vmbm/*http%3A//www.yahoo.com/
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=197gim7bc;_ylt=Ar_fOL7PsCZdxdoOEY.Euc.Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTBwMWR0dGFrBHBvcwM2BHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA21haWw-/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=6/SIG=1107gluf6/*http%3A//mail.yahoo.com%3F.intl=us
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=197gim7bc;_ylt=Ar_fOL7PsCZdxdoOEY.Euc.Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTBwMWR0dGFrBHBvcwM2BHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA21haWw-/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=6/SIG=1107gluf6/*http%3A//mail.yahoo.com%3F.intl=us
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=18qi2ptg4;_ylt=AlFD3gZjssXo_bsS6pl3DiKSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTBzMHUyMHRuBHBvcwM3BHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA215eWFob28-/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=7/SIG=10l2nj3k8/*http%3A//my.yahoo.com
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=18ss430qk;_ylt=AjoPsGtB1sWMOtpLqtRau1CSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTBwMGtmMDllBHBvcwM4BHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA25ld3M-/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=8/SIG=10niob72s/*http%3A//news.yahoo.com
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=18v2fugc2;_ylt=AihEkxXtFUSHuvDdBcxbNC6Sl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTBzOTQxcmV2BHBvcwM5BHNlYwNoZWFkZXIEc2xrA2ZpbmFuY2U-/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=9/SIG=10q40gpus/*http%3A//finance.yahoo.com
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/SIG=18v18lrh6;_ylt=Am3CCTp3G5W1409bm3mclsaSl7MF;_ylu=X3oDMTBzN2xhbGU3BHBvcwMxMARzZWMDaGVhZGVyBHNsawNzcG9ydHM-/**http%3A//global.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=15nhrmoij/M=650008.13009198.13970211.1919855/D=news/S=95655826%3AHEAD/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1292553337/L=oWNXPELEatlmlc9QTMInwRL3cMpnk00KsFkAApM0/B=7ORfDEJe5kc-/J=1292546137279179/K=0UYBPMOWOzgPSFAKZZBenA/A=5877302/R=10/SIG=10pcalhda/*http%3A//sports.yahoo.com

When to Share Your Credit Card's Security Code - Yahoo! News

Essentially, it's up to us to be cognizant of whom we give our information out to. Just because it's called a
"security code" doesn't mean that we are truly protected from online fraud. And being cautious just means
doing what we should already be doing anyway. For example, Robert Siciliano, a McAfee Consultant and
Identity Theft Expert says, "Ultimately the card holder needs to pay attention to their statements, reconciling
them weekly online or monthly and refute unauthorized charges ASAP or within 60 days by law."

You should immediately report fraudulent charges to your credit card issuer asking that they replace your
credit card number with a new one. Make sure you contact any company reported on your billing statement
that you don't recognize, and confirm the charge is something you actually purchased. Identifying fraudulent
charges early means you're not responsible for paying them, so as long as you take matters into your own
hands, you have nothing to worry about.

The bottom line? Security codes may be giving you a false sense of security. The real security is up to
you. Although many of the experts | talked to said that there is no serious risk in giving your number out to
reputable companies, they all agreed that it's wise to be wary.

Tim Chen is the founder of NerdWallet.com, a site that helps consumers find the best credit card. Tim
regularly provides consumer credit tips, and reviews balance transfer offers and other debt management
tools.
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