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Debit card surcharge ban may get
Senate hearing: House already
approved

THE PALM BEACH POST, FLA | SUSAM SALISBURY AND EIMBERLY MILLER | Thu,
For 29, 12:17 P

S b4 N tueet |
Apr. 29--Flondians may wield their debit cards freely, following a
legislative agreement Wednesday to ban customer surcharges an

the popular alternative to cash, credit and check.

For more than two decades, Flaonida law has forbid merchants
from passing on the fees they pay to allow for credit card use to
customers. But there is no such rule for debit cards. A House hill
(HE B21) which passed unammaously in that chamber last week,
would add debit cards to the surcharge prohibition.

The Senate version (=B 1108) was stalled as merchants lobbied
against the ban and credit card giant %isa lobbies for it. But late
Wednesday, Senate sponsor Yictor Crist, B-Tampa, said he
planned to go ahead and amend his hill ta match the House
version that prohibits the surcharge. It may come up for a Senate
vote Thursday .

" told both industries that the food fight is over,” Crist said.

Crist is concerned that, with just two days left in the 2010
legislative session, not taking the House language would doom
the bill, which also includes provisions that increase penalties for
taking or possessing a stalen credit card.

“You don't want to take a good thing and put it in jeopardy " Crist
said.

Wisa representatives said they were trying to protect consumers
by supporting a surcharge ban.

For the past three days the company took out full-page
advertisernents in five Flarida newspapers, including The Palm
Beach Fost, telling people to call Crist's office and support the

prohibition. Crist said his phone "rang off the hook " today.

"It iz wrong for retailers to surprise and punish hardwarking
Floridians in today's challenging economy for simply using the
payment products of their choice, particularly with highly efficient
electronic payments," said Bill sheedy, group president of the
Americas for Visa Inc. "The listed price of an item as advertizsed
ar on the price tag should be the actual price consumers pay at
checkout.”

But Robert Livingstone, president of [deal Cost, a West Palm
Beach-based consulting company that supports merchants, says
Wiga ig acting selfishly. If a surcharge persuades customers to
use cash or check, Visa loses out on the fee it collects from
merchants, as well as the possibility of getting interest fram the
Consumer.

"They don't want retailers to be able to discriminate payment, for
a merchant to talk people into using cash, check or a different
brand of credit card,” Livingstone said.

Rick McAllister, president and CEQ of the Flonda Retail
Federation, said most merchants currently don't pass along
“Interchange fees” to cansumers. Interchange fees are what
businesses are charged to use credit ar debit cards.

Un transactions where consumers use a PIN number to pay with
a dehit card, a flat interchange fee could be as low as G cents or
as much as 45 cents per transaction, according to Livingston.

bcAllister said that if the credit card companies cared about
consumers, there are many things they could do, such as getting
rd of ATh charges, late fees, user fees and charging 29 percent
interest.

"It 15 all about this national argument about interchange fees and
merchants’ inability to have negotiating positions,” McAllister

sald. "Merchants are helpless.”

Tao see mare of The Palm Beach Past -- including its homes,
Jobs, cars and other classified listings -- or to subscrbe to the
newspaper, go to http:Mvwww. palmbeachpost. com. Copyright (c)
2010, The Palm Beach Fost, Fla. Distributed by McClatchy-
Tribune Infarmation =ervices. Far reprints, email
trmsreprintsi@permizsionsgroup. com, call B00-374-7985 aor

847 -b35-B550, send a fax to B47-635-R9R3, ar write to The
Fermissions Group Inc., 1247 Milwaukee Ave. | Suite 303,
Glenview, IL BODZE, LISA,

Get Yirtual Credit Card
Couwant to make Online purchazes? Have no
credit card? Get one now!

YourfAtmSource by Gulentech
ATM Parts of MCR, Diebold, Wincar
sales@vouratmsource.com

Forex Gold Trading 247
Join the Exciting, Rizky 2 Full of Oppartunities
Gold Trading Market!

Accepting Credit Cards
We have what vou need Equipment, Supplies &
Support

Ads by Google

MOST POFPLULAR

® Faorprofit wocation schools expanding in
hlilmaukee

® School director arrested: ENCSD leader
placed on leave after assault charge

# Hometown gqospel trumpeter to play for Haiti

® A ctivists criticize new candidacy criteria for
student council elections

* Mloman's death in reported 5t Paul break-in
ruled a homicide: Evidence collection wraps
up at house

# 2 children shot on grounds of Hegewisch
zchaol

® hdan lostin water: Fresumed dead in resensair

# Student had BAC of 222 at crash scene:
'Excellent student not wet 'out of the woods!
family says

# FPot-groming facilities busted in Wrake

# Final report: SeaWorld trainer briefly broke
free of Tilikum: A colleague of [avn

Brancheau's told investigators she knew the
SeaWorld trainerwas in trouble.

FLCE-IT: HEWS BY MOOD

]

© @ @

Imfurizting

@ o

# DA Death may not be hitand-run: Uk student |
fatality undar...

# Wagonear County dog dies after rescue; palice
to pursue abus...

& HOMICIDES IN HAMPTON ROADS: 2010

= FPolice link items in Greensburg apartment to
killing of Jen...



