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Debit card surcharge ban may get Senate hearing;
House already approved

Mews

Basics

Calculators By Susan Salizhury and Kimberly Miller, The Paln Beach Post, Fla.

0O&A Apr. 29--Floridians may wield their debit cards freely, following a
 legislative agreement Wednesday to ban customer surcharges on the
| popular aternative to cash, credit and check.

Find rates in your area

Tips

For more than two decades, Florida lavw has forbid merchants from pazzing on the fees they pay 1o
allowy for credit card use to customers. But there iz no zuch rule for debit cards. & House hill (HB
65217 which pazzed unanimously in that chamber last week, would add debit cards to the surcharge
prohikition.
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for & Senate vote Thursday .
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" Cash Back Cards
Earn 5% cash back on purchases

' Rewards Cards

= Low Interest Cards = Gas Cards Crizt iz concerned that, with just two Alrline, Hotel and Travel rewards
» Cash Back Cards » Student Cards days left in the 2010 legislative session,
» Balance Transfer Cards  » Airline Miles Cards ' Balance Transfer Cards
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0% Interest for 12 months
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0% intro rate for & months

taking or pozzesszing & stolen credit card.

"o dont want to take a good thing and put i in jeopardy " Crist zaid.

' Gas Rebate Cards

Yiza reprezentatives zaid they were trving to protect conzumers by zupporting & surcharge ban. S IR Dack o gt puschisses

' Business Cards
2 miles for each 51 spent

© Student Cards
Earn 5% cash back on purchases

For the past three days the company took out full-page advertizementsz in five Florida nevespapers,
including The Palm Beach Post, telling people to call Crizt's office and support the prohibition. Crizt
zaid hiz phone "rang off the hook," today.

"t iz wrong for retailers to surprize and punizh hardworking Floridians in today's challenging
econamy for simply using the payment products of their choice, paicularly with highly efficient
electronic paymertz " zaid Bill Sheedy, group presidert of the Americas for Yiza Inc. "The listed

price of an item as advertized or on the price tag should be the actual price consumers pay &t
checkout "

' Alr Miles Cards
Bonus miles for initial use

“SEARCHNOW"'p
But Robert Livingstone, president of Ideal Cost, a2 West Palm Beach-bazed consulting company that L=y :
supports merchartz, zavs Yiza iz acting selfizhly. If @ surcharge persuades customers 1o uze cash Lowfﬂl'd$.=nm Ei:q
or check, Yiza lozes out on the fee it collects from mercharts, as well as the possibility of getting

interest from the consumer.

"They don't want retailers to be able to dizcriminste payment, for & merchant to talk people into
uzing cash, check or a different brand of credit card " Livingstone said.
- Afluertlsement-

The 10 Best Credit Cards

Rick Mcalizter, presidert and CEQ of the Florida Retail Federation, zaid most mercharts currently
don't pazz along "interchange fees"to conzumers. Interchange fees are what buzineszes are
charged to uze credit or debit cards.

on tranzactions where conzumers uze a PIN number to pay with & debit card, a flat interchange
fee could be as lovw az 8 cents or as much as 45 cents per transaction, according to Livingston.

fcalister zaid that if the credit card companies cared about consumers, there are many things they
could do, such az getting rid of ATM charges, late fees, uzer fees and charging 29 percert irterest.

"It iz all about this national argument about interchange fees and merchants' inahility to have
negotisting positions " Mcallister zaid. "Merchants are helpless "

To zee more of The Palm Beach Post -- including t= homes, jobs, cars and other classified listings --
or to subzcribe to the newspaper, Qo to httpoihaenewy palmbeachpost .com.
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